And | say that life is indeed darkness save when there
Is urge,

And all urge is blind save when there is knowledge,
And all knowledge is vain save when there is work,
And all work is empty save when there is love;

And when you work with love you bind yourself to
yourself, and to one another, and to God.

Work is love made visible.

The Prophet, ‘On Work’, 1923
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4 different editions in the United States

* And countless more ever since the text got into the
public domain in 2019.
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A multi-record phenomenon... IHE

More than 10 million copies sold in the United States KabLy, o JLE ]
alone (29, after the Holy Bible)

Never dropped from the catalogue of its publishing house
since 1923 (reprinted 188 times)

Translated into 116 national, regional and local languages,
and even in languages with but a few surviving speakers ~.
(e.g. Pacific Islands) -

In French, 31 different translations since 1926 (Madeline
Mason-Manheim)

Audiobooks, animated film, comic book,
editions illustrated by various artists and calligraphers

Kahlil Gibran arguably the 3@ most read author in the world,
after William Shakespeare et Lao Tzu.



e—— NN Prophete, 1926
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e Early translations.\r. \ PROPHETE |

KAHLIL GIBRAN
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Der Prophet, 1925 |
Georg-Eduard
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AUX EDITIONS DU SAG”TABZE ’ /
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"Al-Nabi, 1926
Antuniyus Bashir

De Profeet, 1927
Elisabeth Visscher Valckenier
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\\\\\\\\ _ Le Prophéte
Salah Moussawy

A multi-record phenomenon...

* Animated film, illustrations...

The Prophet
Salma Hayek, Liam/l_\lﬁe

—

The Prophet
Pete Katz

fditions DERVY

Le Prophete
Lassadd Metoui
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Le Prophéte

Michaél Lonsdale
A multi-record phenomenon...

* Audiobooks...

The Prophet A
Jonathan Reese | B

The Prophet
Chris McDonnell

KAHLIL GIBRAN's

Classic eXt wifh
The Prophet J Newly !)I\l't)\"('r(‘lf“\‘*"l’llHH'S
Kevin Kenerly | *
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‘Sleeping mother’ vs. ‘sleepless mother’

* On page 10 of the 2" print (March 1924)

<ca, sleeping mother,

Katn g, i
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//
T
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ecace and freedom U o Copy owned by
Who alone L Aeh Philippe Maryssael (Belgium)  COFYRIGHT, 1923, BY EAHLIL GIBRAN
tre )
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Published September, 1923
Second Printing, March, 1924
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‘Sleeping mother’ vs. ‘sleepless mother’

On page 10 of the 3™ print (August 1924)

And YO
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d the stream .

ther murmur 1

n thls g\ade 2

d-
1 come to yOU a.bouk

ndless ocean-

—

J—

Copy owned by
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DBy
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COPYRIGHT, 1923, BY KAHLIL GIBRAN

Published September, 1923
Second Frinting, March, 1924
Third Printing, Auoust, 192/




‘Sleeping mother’ vs. ‘sleepless mother’
* On page 10 of the 4 print (January 1925)

* Subsequent prints similar to 4t print

mother ’

SS
sea sleeple
; edom tO

vast
And you, peace and fr€

Who alone are
m
the river and the strea ,

1 anothef

ke, only anot
maA d then shall 1 come to YOU

boundless ocean:

a bound-

less drop to 2 S —

e i SR Copy owned by
Philippe Maryssael (Belgium)

New
YORK ALFRED A ¥rran

QOPYRIGHT, 1923, BY KAHLIL GIBRAN

Published September, 1923
Second Printing, March, 1924
Third Printing, August, 192/
Fourth Printing, January, 1926




‘Sleeping mother’ vs. ‘sleepless mother’

* From the 1%t to the 4t print, Alfred Knopf seems to
have messed it up. What happened? Could it be
that, faced with an early success of ‘The Prophet,
the printer ran two lines of production to shorten
the time-to-market?

* In the latest, the 188, print by Penguin Books
(that merged with Random House that acquired
Knopf in 1960), ‘sleepless mother’ is the definitive
version.

17/07/2023 © 2023, Philippe Maryssael 14



‘Sleepi
eping mother’ vs. ‘sleepless mother’

* The deluxe
‘ , pocket and
SfeEP’e_ssmomep'/ff_r,“Ed,s

b —— |

ﬂ‘\ And you, vast 5¢& sleepless mother,
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ervices editions:
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1
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stream, . \
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them, and he sad. mother,
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‘On Love’ following the prologue or as a separate chapter

On page 15 of the 15t print (September 1923)

up to the 56" (before November 1953),
the Counsel ‘On Love’ follows the prologue.

Published September 1923

Reprinted fifty-five times e
inted from new plates, Novem
i

PR e
Fifty-eighth prntin et
szf;;-ninth printing August 1958

Sixtieth printing January 19

J—
T

Copies owned by
Philippe Maryssael (Belgium)

Consulted prints: 1 (1923), 2 & 3 (1924), 4 (1925),
9& 10(1926), 12 (1927),
15 (1928), 24 (1930), 25 (1931),
41 (1944)

—
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{
On Love’ f
ollowi
ing the prologue or as a separate ch
e chapter

* Onpage 11
of the 15t pri
deluxe editi print (Novemb
print (M:r'if Nonalge ana on pagee1r219$ e
the Counsel ’C1)927) of the pocket editionoo it
n Love’ starts as a new ch f;Wards’
apter.
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HEN said Almitra, Speak to Us of Love.
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Table of Contents
* Based on the copies of the various prints of the
standard edition consulted, a table of contents was

inserted in the 9t" print. In the 15t, 279, 34 and 4th
prints, there was no table of contents.

* The table of contents CONTENTS
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~ Table of Contents

 THE
PROPHET
Kahlil Gibran

* The deluxe edition had a table of
contents from the 1% print on.

November 1926

ON RELIGION
ON DEATH
THE FAREWELL

Copy owned by
Philippe Maryssael (Belgium)
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Table of Contents

TIhe Armed Services Edition (1943)
also had a table of contents.
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* All Counsels are i
are introduced

requests : ed by questi
submitted to Almustafa by tlsgspaSkeld =
eople of

Orphalese.

In all print
S
of the standard editions, the re
! quests

concerning t
g the Counsels ‘On Reason and P
assion’

and ‘On P
ra 2
yer’ are as follows:

And the priestess spoke again and said:
Speak to us of Reason and Passion.

And he answered, saying:
Your soul i oftentimes
which your reason an
age War against your

a ban\cf\c\d,
upon d your judg-
passion and

ment W
your appetite.

Would that 1 could be
in your soul, that 1 might turn the
and the rivalry of your elements IntO
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the peacemakcr
discord

oneness and
But how shall 1, un
pc;\ccmakcrs, nay,

less you yourselvcs
the lovers

be also the
of all your elements?

re the

d your passion &
faring

Your reason an
|s of your s€d

rudder and the sal

soul.
1f either your sails or your rudder be

broken, you ¢an but toss and drift, or else
be held at 2 standstill in mid-seas.
57

Then a priestess said, Spcak to us of

Prayer.
And he answere
You pray in Your
need; would that you
the fullness of your J0¥

of abundance.

d, saying:

distress and in your
might pray also in
and in your days

For what is prayer but the expansion of
yourself into the 1iving ether?

And if it 1s for your comfort to pour
55 Into SPace, it is also for your

your darkne
our forth the dawning of your

delight to P!
heart.
And if

when your
soul summons you she should
u again and yet again, though

ou shall come Jaughing.
you rise t0 meet in the
ing at that very

you cannot but weep
to prayern

spur ¥O
weeping, until ¥

‘When you pray
air those who are pray

76
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In the deluxe edi

Pl | war against your
Would that 1 could be the pcaccmakcr in your soul, that
1 might tarn che discord and the rivalry of your clements
into oneness and melody-
But how shall I, unless you yoursclves be also the peace
makers, nay, the lovers of all your clements?
z 3 B
Your reason and yous passion are ¢he rudder and the sails
of your seafaring soul-
1€ either your sails Of your rudder be broken, you et but
toss and drift, of else be held ata standstill in mid-scas-
For r¢ason, ruling alon¢, isa force confining; and passion,
unattended, is 2 flame ¢hat burns to its own destruction.
reason to the height of

sion may live through its oWn daily resurrection,
the phoenix rise above its OWR ashes.

[45]

17/07/2023

‘On
Reason and Passion’ & ‘On Prayer’

For what is prayer but the expansion of yoursclf into the
living ether?

And if itis for your
space, itis also for your delight to pour

our heart.

And if you cannot but weep when your soul .SumIDOns
youto prayex,she shouldspuryoy againandyet again, tho gh
weeping, until you shall come Jaughing:

¢ in the air those whoar¢

When you pray Yo rise to MCC
and whom save in prayer you may

comfort to pour your darkness into
cth the dawning of

pmyingatthitvcry hour,
not meet i
Therefore let yOUr visit to that temple invisible be for

and sweet communion:
should entet che temple for 00 other purpose

© 2023, Philippe Maryssael

Copy owned b
) ofe y
Philippe Maryssael (Belgium)



in and said: P P

xp the priestess spoke again
peak to us of Reason and Passion. e (V) p h
And he answered, saying: : , (&) t
Your soul is oftentimes 3 pattlefield, wpon Agle
which your reason and your judgment wage
war against your passion and your appetite:
Would that 1 could be the pcaccmakcr in
i discord and

HEN a priestess said, Speak tous of Prayer-
And he answered, saying:

You pray in your distress and in your need;
would that you might pray also in the fullness
of your 0¥ and in your days of abundance.

For whatis prayer but the expansion of your-
self into the living cther?

And if it is for your comfort to PovT your
darkness into space, it is also for your delight
10 pour forth the dawning of your heart-

And if you cannot but weep when your soul
summons YoU to prayer she should spur you
again and yet again, though weepin® until you
shall come laughing-

When you Pray you rise 10 meet in the air
those who ar¢ praying at that very hour, and
whom save in prayer you may not meet:

(74)

melody-
But how shall 1, unless you yoursc\vcs be
also the pcacemakcrs, nay, the \overs of all your
clements?

Your reason and your passion are the rudder
and the sails of your seafaring soul.

1f either your sails or your rudder be broken,
you can but toss and drift, or ¢lse be held at @
standstill in mid-seas.

(s5])

17/07/2023
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‘OnR
eason and Passion’ & ‘On Prayer’

e ..andi
in the Armed Services Edition

your being 10 constant half em-
brace, the desired and the
dreaded, the repugnant and the
cherished, the pursued and that
which you would escape-

These things move within you
as lights and shadows 10 pairs
that cling.

And when the shadow fades
and is no mMOre the hight that
Jingers becomes 2 shadow to an-
other light.

And thus your freedom when
it loses its fetters becomes itself
the fetter of a greater freedom.
py KAHLIL GIBRAN

N

ON REASON AND
'PASSION

Axp the priestess spoke again
and said Speak t° us of Reason
and Passion.

And he answered, saying:

Your soul 15 oftentimes bat-
tlefield, upon which your réason
and your judgment wage war
against  Your passion and your
appetite-

Would that 1 could be the

53
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”“Where js your gar- Forwhatispnyerbnttheex—
ment?” nor the houseless, “What pansion of yourself into the liv-
has befallen your house?” ing ether?
And if it is for your comfort
: , = to pour your darkness into Space,
ON PR AYER it is also for your delight to
d pour forth the dawning of your
i B heart.
rmr_;qapvrv:em:smnd,sp«nkto Andifyouannotbntweep
us of Prayer. ‘

when your soul summons you to
s : prayer, she should spur you
You pray in your distress and again and Y€t again, th

in_your need; would that you weeping, until you shall come
might pray also in the fullness of laughing.

your joy and in your days of When you pray you rise to
abundance. meet in the air those who are

1]

e
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‘On Reason and Passion’ & ‘On Prayer’ [HE |

* Most probably, Kahlil Gibran (with or without Mary Haskell)
asked the two Counsels to be swapped shortly before the
‘go-for-print, and did not realize that the two requests by

the priestess had to be adapted.

* The rectified requests would have been something like...

Then a priestess said: Speak to us of Reason and Passion.

And he answered, saying:
Your soul is oftentimes a battlefield, upon which your reason and

your judgment wage war against your passion and your appetite.

And the priestess spoke again and said, Speak to us of Prayer.

And he answered, saying:
You pray in your distress and in your need; would that you might pray

also in the fullness of your joy and in your days of abundance.
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The Prophet, 1923
‘The Prophet’ and its sequels: a trilogy... TH [ 6
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‘The Prophet’ and its sequels: a trilogy... and more...

The Return of the Prophet,
2008 (Hajjar Gibran

HANAR GIBRAN
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Conclusion THE

* For one hundred years, The Prophet has remained one of KAHL GET
the longest seller of modern times and a favourite
amongst readers in 116 languages in all parts of the world.
And there is no doubt this will remain so for the next one

hundred years. —
* Many more studies will be conducted on the text, its =

variants, the illustrations in the various editions,
the scope and depth of Gibran’s message.

* More translations will be published, revealing
unsuspected facets of Gibran’s genius iyl
and the beauty of his masterpiece. |

* Long live The Prophet by Kahlil Gibran!

Kahlil Gibran arguably the 3@ most read author in the world,
after William Shakespeare et Lao Tzu.
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Philippe Maryssael, Arlon, Belgium
philippe@maryssael.be

https://maryssael.eu/ (French)
https://maryssael.eu/en/ (English)
http: //khal/lq/bran eu/ (French)

Presentation downloadable from:
http://evenements.maryssael.eu/
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